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To reflect the changing times, we changed the way we compile our ranking of Best Places For 
Business And Careers, turning to analysts at Economy.com, the West Chester, Pa.-based 
economic and financial research firm. In this, our fifth annual survey, we still kept a careful eye on 
income and job growth. But we also gave special attention to the cost-of-doing-business, which 
includes the prices of labor, energy, taxes and office space. We looked closely at the 
qualifications of the available pool of labor. For the first time our rankings also characterized the 
attractiveness of a region by figuring in crime rates, housing costs and net migration.  

1. Austin, TX  
2. Boise, ID  
3. Raleigh-Durham, NC  
4. Atlanta, GA  
5. Madison, WI  
6. Provo, UT  
7. Omaha, NE  
8. Des Moines, IA  
9. Dallas, TX  
10. Washington, DC-Northern VA  

 

http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2783&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2388&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2799&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2385&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2481&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=6097&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=6098&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2493&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=2407&datatype=Misc
http://www.forbes.com/finance/lists/1/2003/LIR.jhtml?passListId=1&passYear=2003&passListType=Misc&uniqueId=6099&datatype=Misc

